Raynhams’ Newsletter – November 2021
Some events coming up in the next couple of weeks include the fireworks display on 5th
November at Raynham Estate (see page 7); Heritage Open Day on the 13th at the West
Raynham Control Tower (p. 4); Remembrance Day service at St Mary’s on the 14th, and a plant
and seed swap on the 25th in the village hall. The village hall bar is still open every Friday
from 6 to 10 pm, and we hope to see you there for a drink or two!

West Raynham Village Hall Committee
The AGM was held on 24th October and the committee officers for 2021/22 are Paresh Shah,
Chair; Melvin Forman, Treasurer, and Debbie Lamont, Secretary. In addition to the officers
there are 11 other committee members, and a report of the meeting will be provided in the
December Newsletter. If you want to know more about the committee, then please drop a
note in the village hall post box or send an email to pareshs999@gmail.com.

Dates for your diary
Events in November:
•
•
•
•
•

Friday 5th November from 6:30 pm – Fireworks display at Raynham Estate.
Saturday 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th from 10 am to 12 - Knit and Natter in Village Hall.
Thursday 4th from 5:30 to 6:30 pm – Raynhams’ Book Club.
Saturday 13th from 9 am to 4 pm – West Raynham Control Tower Open Day
Thursday 25th from 6 to 7 pm – Plant and seed swap, Gardening Club in Village Hall.

Advance notices for December:
•
•

Saturday 4th December from 10 am to 12 – Coffee morning with tombola & raffle.
Friday 17th December from 6 to 11 pm – 60s, 70s & 80s disco and potluck buffet.

Church Services
•
•
•

th

Sunday 14 November from 10:45 am - Remembrance Sunday, St Mary’s, East Raynham.
Sunday 19th December from 6:30 pm – Carol Singing, ruins of St Margaret’s, West
Raynham.
Friday 24th December from 6 pm - Service of Lessons and Carols, St Mary's, East
Raynham.

Newsletter Info and Contact Details
•
•
•

Deadline for articles or notices is the 28th of each month
westray.newsletter@gmail.com to send in articles or manage subscriptions
https://www.raynhampc.info/documents to view and download newsletters
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Notices
Clothes Collection for Afghan Refugees
Many thanks for the great donations of clothes, jackets and other items for Afghan refugees
which have been delivered safely. PLEASE do not leave any more donations as collections
have now closed.
Regards and thanks to all from Monica Fitzjohn.

Plant and seed swap or donation
This is the time for clearing out your garden, thinning perennials and collecting seeds. If you
have any plants or seeds you would like to swap or give away, then please bring them along to
the Raynhams’ Gardening Club at the Village Hall on Thursday 25th November from 6 pm. If
you cannot make the date, then please leave plants or seeds at Foundry Cottage in West
Raynham.

Groups and Clubs
‘Knit and Natter’ and Craft Workshops in the Village Hall
‘Knit and natter’ meets from 10 am to 12 every Saturday morning. Needles, wool and expert
advice are all available from Janice Hankey who leads this group.
The next crafting workshop is with Annie Bix, from Moonbrush Wood Studios, who will be
making needle felt robins on 27th November. The cost is £15 or £18 if you want the robin to
be incorporated into a Christmas tree decoration. You can choose on the day - and pay on the
day with cash or by card
Places for this workshop are still available and we need to know by 20th November if you would
like to take part, please leave a note in the village hall post box or send an email to
westray.newsletter@gmail.com.

Raynhams’ Gardening Club
Meeting on the last Thursday of every month at 6 pm in West Raynham Village Hall. Next
meeting with a plant and seed swap/donation on 25th November. To take part in the club
please send an email to westray.newsletter@gmail.com.

Raynhams’ Book Club
Meeting on the first Thursday of every month at 5:30 pm in different locations, and a set
book is discussed every other month. The next meeting is on 4th November to talk about
‘Small Island’ by Andrea Levy. Email westray.newsletter@gmail.com for more information
about this group.

Line dancing sessions
As a result of the taster session in October, which was subsidised by the Village Hall
Committee, Nikki Hammond will provide six line dancing classes starting on November 11th.
Although the sessions are fully booked, if there is sufficient interest further classes could
be organised in the future.
If you have suggestions for a possible taster session, then please leave a note in the village
hall post box or send an email to westray.newsletter@gmail.com.
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Raynham
Xmas Coffee Morning
Sat 4th Dec 10am till Noon
Back again ….. The Village traditional Xmas
gathering to begin our festive season.
Please pop in and enjoy
Homemade cakes and Janice’s sausage rolls
Tombola, Xmas Raffle, Craft, Knitting,
Games, Mr Brown’s Corner!
Molly’s Xmas Decorations
Simple old fashioned get together

Raynham Memorabillia
Photo/fact Corner

All proceeds to Macmillan
Cancer Support
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West Raynham Control Tower – Jon and Shelly Booty
On the weekends of 11th/12th and 18th/19th this September, we opened the doors of the
former RAF West Raynham Control Tower as part of the National Heritage Open Days
festival. The Heritage Open Days were well attended with
just over 550 visitors over the two weekends. For the
weekend of 25/26 September, the Control Tower also
hosted the annual RAF West Raynham Association reunion
as well as a visit of vintage tractors from West Raynham!
Guided tours for our visitors have explained the design,
function and history of the Control Tower. The layout of
the now lost airfield is just visible from the top of the
Tower.

Downstairs visitors were able to relax in the
pop-up coffee shop, learn about the history of
RAF West Raynham in the heritage room,
explore the restored lighting control room and
the GPO frame room, and examine the sombre
exhibit of the Rolls Royce Derwent jet engine,
recently recovered from a pit near Great
Massingham.

We have even managed to bring a
former RAF West Raynham aircraft
back to the station. The Hawker
Hunter F1 Fighter was stationed here
from 1955 to 1957 and would have been
regularly seen in the skies above the
parish. Following extensive reassembly
and restoration, the aircraft is now on
display outside the Control Tower.

The Control Tower will be open once again on 13th November - no booking required, and entry
is free. Simply turn up between 09:00 and 16:00 hrs, and follow the signs from the Business
Park gates to the Tower. Tours will be run on demand and there will be plenty of cake available
if anyone has to wait!
A short film about the restoration of the Control Tower can be viewed on Forces News at:
https://youtu.be/0dGSrFznQ_U.
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Private Arthur John Boggis
Arthur John Boggis was born in East Harling on 18 June 1882 but
moved to live in West Raynham when he married Ethel Towers in 1908,
and the couple had four children.
Arthur enlisted as a Private with the 8th Battalion, Norfolk Regiment
and served on the Western Front. He was with C Company on 31 July
1917 when they launched the initial dawn attack in what was to become
known as the Battle of Pilckem Ridge. The Company moved forward
at 8.50 am, and fought throughout the day, not returning to base until
3.30 am the following morning. Conditions were dreadful, with heavy
rain falling for most of the day. The Regimental War Diaries give a
detailed account
of the attack that day and state that
they suffered a considerable number of
casualties.
Arthur was amongst those who did not
return and was officially recorded as
having died “on or since 31 July 1917.
Death presumed”. He has no known grave
but is commemorated on Panel 4 of the
Menin Gate in Ypres. A war gratuity of
£4 was authorised for payment to his
widow, Ethel on 25 March 1920, and he
was awarded the British War Medal and
the Victory Medal.

A team of stretcher bearers struggle to carry a wounded man
through deep mud to safety near Boesinghe on 1 August 1917
during the Battle of Pilckem Ridge.

Sadly, Ethel never accepted that her husband had died and continued to believe he would
return. Residents recalled seeing her regularly walking up to the end of the village to look
for him. When the War Memorial was erected in East Raynham churchyard, Ethel refused to
allow his name to be included. It was not until her own death in 1937 that his death was
formally recorded locally, and his name added to her gravestone in the ruins of St Margaret’s
church in West Raynham. The inscription reads:

In Ever Loving Memory of Ethel Boggis
who passed to rest April 19th 1937 Aged 54 Years
Also Arthur John husband of the above
Presumed killed in France July 1917
Light after Darkness Gain after Loss
Strength after Weakness Crown after Cross
In November 2013, through the efforts of John and Diane Boisson
and Mick Harris, and with the help of the Royal British Legion, the
East Raynham War Memorial was amended to include Arthur’s name
on the list of the fallen.

Bridget Haworth
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Sergeant Henry Edward Green
Not all of those commemorated on East Raynham’s War Memorial were young men. Henry Green
enlisted in Fakenham on 24 September 1914 with the Norfolk Regiment, giving his age as 57 years
and 47 days meaning his date of birth was 4 August 1857. He was mobilised as a Special Reservist,
having previously served for nine years, probably with the 80th Regiment of Foot (Staffordshire
Volunteers). He was promoted immediately to the rank of Sergeant in recognition of his earlier
service.
Henry stated that he was a casual labourer born in Weasenham. His next of kin was his wife,
Sarah, living at 22 West Raynham. His son, Corporal William Green, was serving with the 1st
Battalion, Norfolk Regiment. Henry was described as 5’ 6” tall with grey eyes and brown hair, and
was passed fit, but “for Depot Service only” in the UK, presumably because of his age. Whether
Henry was unhappy about this or for some other reason, he was discharged at his own request
after just a month, on 21 October 1914. Their only son, William, was reported as having been
killed in action just a few days later.
At some point after its establishment in 1916, Henry joined the Royal Defence Corps. Never
intended for overseas service the RDC was organised into Protection Companies deployed to
relieve other forces guarding ports and bridges, prisoner of war camps and other essential sites.
We do not know exactly where Henry served but he died in the military hospital in Aylesbury,
Buckinghamshire. His official record states that he was a Lance Sergeant with the 70th Protection
Company of the RDC who ‘died of sickness’ on 17 November 1918, aged 62 years.
It is here that we must begin to question these facts for no record can be found to confirm
Henry’s birth in Weasenham in 1857. When he joined up he stated that his nine year service with
the Staffordshire Regiment expired in 1880, suggesting that he had served from 1871 - when he
would have been just 14 years old. We know that he was married in 1880 to Sarah Ann Smith and
the couple appear in several local census returns. On each occasion, Henry’s given age suggests a
date of birth nearer 1850 than 1857.
A report in the Lynn Advertiser of 29 November 1918 states that Henry was
buried with military honours. “He held the medal for the Burmah campaign,

and volunteered for service in September 1914. […] A locally stationed
regiment supplied the firing party, pall bearers, pipers and bugler and the
pipers played the Black Watch dirge, ‘Flowers of the Forest’ and ‘Lochaber’.
Three rounds were fired over the grave and the last post sounded.” The

report states that Sgt Henry Green died at Aylesbury Hospital from heart
failure on 16th November at the age of 68 years, six years older than stated
in his military record.
There is, however, a record of a Henry Edward Ward Green baptised in Weasenham in October
1849, the illegitimate son of Sarah Green. When Henry married Sarah Ann Smith in 1880, he gave
his father’s name as John Barber. Sarah Green married John Barber on 28 July 1853. If our
Henry was born in 1849, he would have known John Barber as his father.
It would seem therefore this may be the case of a soldier, anxious to play his part, who claimed
to be younger - rather than older - than he was. While too old to serve in the Regular Army, men
between the ages of 41 and 60 were encouraged to volunteer in other ways. By suggesting he was
57 rather than 65, Henry could join up and the authorities did not ask too many questions.
A war gratuity of £15 was paid to Henry’s daughter, Minnie, on 30 July 1919; his wife, Sarah,
having died in February that year. Minnie married Felix Shackcloth and was still living in the
family home at 22 West Raynham in 1939. She died and was buried in East Raynham in 1959.

Bridget Haworth
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News from Raynham Estate – Abbie Panks
Fireworks display
It’s just a few days until our Raynham
Bonfire Night and Fireworks display.
Thankfully after all the turbulent
weather recently, the weather is looking
dry and bright for Friday.
If you are attending the event on foot,
please head along the main drive where
you will see the entrance gate, please
only use the designated foot gate which
is adjacent the Walled Garden for
entering the park.
If you have a car ticket, please follow the signs on the A1065 (do NOT turn in at the main
gates) heading towards Fakenham, the turn is approx. half a mile past the main gates on the
left.
Follow down the track for approximately. 600 yards, where you will be met by stewards will
direct you to the parking area.
The event space is on the park with the backdrop of Raynham Hall. The site is a working farm,
so land naturally undulates in places. We strongly recommend wrapping up warm and wearing
wellies. We also recommend bringing a torch.
In addition to fireworks and bonfire, we will have fire performers and some fabulous,
illuminated stilt-walkers.
You can enjoy Raynham beef burgers, hotdogs and Thai street food (plenty of
vegetarian/vegan options available), plus mulled wine/cider, apple juice, warming coffee and
cakes.
No bonfire night would be complete without toffee apples and sparklers both are available at
the event, we kindly request that you use sparklers responsibly and dispose of them in the
water buckets provided on site.

Wide Skies Festival
We are delighted that Wide Skies and Butterflies Festival will be taking place at Raynham 57th August.
For festivalgoers, that means three days and nights of live music with a strong 90s
revival/nostalgia focus, dancing, comedy, culture, and fun activities for all ages.
Line up announcements so far include Toploader, Cast, The Levellers, Sleeper and Natalie
Imbruglia and there are still 40 acts to announce!
We will update you soon on residents’ tickets, however if you have any queries in the meantime,
please email abbie@raynham.co.uk.
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The Plant Stall in West Raynham – Bryan Welton
All proceeds from our plant sales will now be going to sponsor Kevin,
our new puppy at Guide Dogs for the Blind
Looking ahead to next Spring, I thought I’d whet your appetite for
some of the plants that will be available on the plant stall by
explaining a bit more about them than I am able to do on the labels
in the pots. As I grow them in my garden I will give some details
about what their requirements might be for soil type, aspect,
hardiness etc.

SALVIA MYCROPHYLLA
I first planted this Salvia in my garden about
12 or 13 years ago and it is still going strong. It
was planted in free draining soil and in a sunny
position, but now has got much more shady from
the growth of other plants around it. But it still
fights its way through and flowers. I have
another plant by the front door in a more open
position, with a light soil and fairly sunny
position, but no sun in the winter.
This Salvia has cerise pink flowers and leaves
which when pressed smell of mint! It can grow
to quite a large size, up to 1.2 metres in height, but I cut mine back each year once the threat
of frosts is over. Cutting back delays the flowers a bit, otherwise it would start flowering in
May/June. Both of mine are still flowering profusely now in mid-October. It makes a
good combination with small perennial Asters, Sedums and Schizostylis, which are all out in
August to October.
Originally Salvia microphylla comes from mountains in Mexico, growing in scrub, oak and
conifer woods at 1,800-2,800 metres above sea level. I have found it totally hardy coming
through the two severe winters of around 2009/10 as well as the Beast from the East!

GERANIUM MAGNIFICUM
This hardy Geranium definitely lives up to its
name in my books - it's magnificent!
It has nicely shaped leaves but the flowers
are so beautiful. To say they are blue
doesn't really do it justice.
The plant
grows to about 20-30 cms in height and
clumps up well and spreads by slowly creeping
rhizomes. Once you have an established clump
they can be broken up and spread around.
Many hardy Geraniums are wildflowers in
their native places, but this plant is a hybrid
of two wild Geraniums from the Caucasus and northern Turkey. The flowers don't set seed
and the only way to get more plants is to split up clumps which is very easy to do. It will
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flower both in sun and shade but does better in the sun. It is a very old hybrid and is
known to have been cultivated since at least 1871. It should grow in most soils though I have
never grown it in clay. It is a very old cottage garden plant and I grow mine right at the
front of a mixed border so that as you come in the gate in June there is a ribbon of blue
beside the path leading to the front door. Very hardy at least to -20º Centigrade.

ANTHEMIS CUPANIANA
This small white daisy with a yellow centre
comes from the mountains of Italy and
elsewhere in Europe, even as far south as Sicily,
and is nicknamed the Sicilian Chamomile.
It grows on cliffs and rocky places, and
especially in the mountains which is what makes
it hardy here. I have found it to be hardy to at
least -10º C, and has survived all the hard
winters of the past 14 years.
The daisy needs as much sun as you can give it
and a light free draining soil. If in doubt add a
bit of sand into the place where its roots are to grow. Its grey foliage emits a gentle scent.
I grew it first on the top of a dry stonewall in mid-Wales where it cascaded down the wall
spectacularly. Then I grew it 750 feet up in Snowdonia and now it's on top of some railway
sleepers here in West Raynham growing in a mix of soil and shingle. If you have a bank or
something for it to hang down from then this is perfect, but it will grow flat on the soil and
will spread by rooting into the soil. Flowers appear from May and probably into July. If you
keep deadheading the white daisy flowers, it flowers for at least two to three months.

Some of the plants available next year will be in small numbers, though I do have around two
dozen plants of the Salvia. So, keep checking the stall or ask me. There should also be pots
of small Daffodils for next Spring too.
Finally, thank you to all of you who left empty medium to large pots for me at the stall, but I
still need more!!
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Recipe Corner: Bacon, leek & potato pie – Judy Pell
Here is another winter warmer – this time
from Alison, an old friend from back in the
80s and 90s when we were at college
together and then worked together too. We
shared a house for a while – which is when
you get to share recipes of course! I hope
you enjoy trying it!!

Insects in the House – Paresh Shah
Well, the cluster flies are back!! Cluster flies, or attic flies, are actually
five species ‘lumped together’ in the genus Pollenia, and their larvae are
parasites of earthworms. Since about September we’ve been seeing
increasing numbers of these flies on the insides of our windows. In
amongst the hundreds of flies we’ve released by opening the windows,
I’ve seen about ten flies stuck to window frames, and which had slightly
furry growths on their abdomens. These cluster flies were very likely
to have been infected and killed by Entomphthora muscae. Spores
landing on a suitable fly host penetrate through the cuticle and form hyphae which then
absorb nutrients inside the body cavity, after which the
fungal hyphae emerge from weak parts of the insect
cuticle, such as the intersegmental membranes of the fly
abdomen, and actively discharge spores, or conidia, which
will hopefully find another fly to infect. If these primary
conidia do not reach a suitable host, for example by landing
on a leaf surface or a window, then the primary conidia will
Primary conidia (Samson et. al., 1988)
form secondary conidia in another attempt to find a host.
I can’t be 100% certain the infection is due to E. muscae as I don’t have a microscope with
high enough magnification to examine the shape and size of the conidia.

Enomtophthora muscae belongs to the fungal order Entomophthorales and members of this
group have complex life cycles; are difficult to cultivate on artificial media, and the formation
of conidia and infection success are more dependent on environmental conditions than other
types of insect pathogenic fungi.
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Nature Notes for October 2021 - David Stubbs
As you read this, the much-heralded COP26 Climate Summit is taking place in Glasgow.
Whether or not any significant progress is made, there is no doubting the science that paints
a very serious picture of global climate in crisis. The scale of the problem can seem daunting
but even small actions we do as individuals can all add up to an important contribution to
positive climate action.
Replacing old light bulbs with LED ones, improving roof insulation, switching to a “green” or
renewable energy tariff, buying local produce and eating less red meat can all make a
difference. Some households have gone even further, installing double glazing, roof-mounted
solar panels and/or air source heat pumps. And here’s a wild prediction: within two or three
years we’ll have electric vehicle charging points in the village!
I mention all this because it is topical, but there is also a very strong connection to the natural
environment. The global loss of biodiversity – with more and more species in decline and some
going extinct – is inextricably linked to climate change. Here again there is much value in
individual actions, and it is heartening that throughout the Raynhams so many people are doing
more to make their gardens wildlife friendly – creating ponds, wildflower areas, selecting
plants that attract bees and other pollinators, feeding birds and putting up nest boxes etc.
It’s important we look after our community spaces and encourage more wildlife through
appropriate management. That is the rationale behind the conservation work at St Margaret’s
Churchyard, where our latest initiative of sheep grazing is currently into its 5th week. Our
loan flock of six Shetland ewes have been a popular addition to the village, and they are
steadily munching their way through the grass sward, helping to create a more diverse habitat
in which we hope to see wildflowers flourish.
There are several other green spaces that have potential to be more attractive to wildlife:
the village green, the playground, our road verges and hedgerows. One area that looks very
promising is up at the air base. There is so much tree-lined greenspace in and around the
business units and The Orchard and Kipton Wood, and a few areas of rough ground and scrub
that make up a great combination of wildlife habitats.
I was particularly intrigued to come across the East of England Apples and Orchard project,
a nationally and internationally important initiative, which is based at the airfield. The
orchard covers over 5 acres and holds examples of around 270 varieties of apple, pear, plum
and cherry varieties which come from across eastern counties. Most of the local varieties
represented are Victorian or twentieth century introductions, but some date from medieval
times whilst others are less than thirty years old. For more information see:
https://www.applesandorchards.org.uk.
Of course, the most significant feature on the old airfield is the solar farm. Nearly 200,000
solar panels spread over 225 acres, makes this currently Britain’s 5th largest solar farm (there
are now just under 500 solar farms in the country) and provides enough energy to power
11,000 homes. When the West Raynham site was commissioned in early 2015, the UK solar
industry had a capacity of about 5,500 megawatts (MW). Today that figure exceeds 14,000
MW and is expected to double again before 2030.
Not only is this an impressive facility generating renewable electricity on our doorstep – and
thereby contributing to tackling climate change - but through the Solar Fund it has also been
supporting local community projects in our area. Our conservation project at St Margaret’s
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churchyard is one such beneficiary, which brings us back to the biodiversity issue I mentioned
above.

West Raynham Solar Farm at sunset

October sightings
The month started promisingly with a wonderful sighting of a little owl perched in a
neighbour’s tree, the first time I had seen one in daylight from our garden. It ended well
too, with a flock of five bramblings atop a large beech tree, also seen from our garden. In
between, it has been a rather quiet month.
That’s true, not just in our immediate area, but across the county. This autumn has been
unusually quiet all along the Norfolk coast, which is traditionally a time when many rare
migrant birds show up. A lack of easterly winds has been the main culprit this year.
In and around West Raynham there was a steady flow of redwings passing through,
occasionally accompanied by a few skylarks. meadow pipits and chaffinches. No fieldfares
yet and only at the end of the month did I find a few siskins
along the river.
I was, however, pleased one day early in the month to come
across a few snipe and a green sandpiper in a flooded field
corner up near the airfield. We have also had good numbers
of jays moving around.
It’s not just birds that have been quiet. There have been
remarkably few wasps this autumn – mind, we have not had
many occasions to eat outside to put this to the test.
However, one day I did come across several wasps feasting
on windfall pears, and it was impressive how they had
collectively hollowed out the fruit.

If you have any unusual nature observations please let me know:
David Stubbs: davidstubbs1@btinternet.com or WhatsApp me on 07974922197
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