Raynhams’ Newsletter – March 2022
Dates for your diary
Dates in March
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Friday 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th - Village Hall bar open 7 to 10.30 pm.
Saturday 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th -Knit and natter from 10 am usually in the Village Hall.
Thursday 3rd – Raynhams’ Book Club from 5:30 pm, venue TBC.
Thursday 3rd – Six-week series of Line Dancing classes starts at 7pm & for more
information send an email to: westray.newsletter@gmail.com.
Saturday 5th – First meeting of the table tennis group from midday in village hall
Wednesday 16th – Deadline for donations in the Reading Room for the Ukraine Crisis.
Saturday 19th – Coffee morning: Save the Children’s Emergency Fund for Ukraine at
Helhoughton Village Hall from 10 am to midday.
Saturday 19th – Super Saturday Six Nations final round. Come and watch on the Village
Hall big screen with a drink or two. Matches start at 2:15 pm; 4:45 pm and 8 pm.
Friday 25th - Raynhams’ Gardening Club from 6 pm in the Village Hall.
Saturday 26th – End of an Era Open Day in the Village Hall from 10 am to 3 pm. Find out
about West Raynham school and share your memories if you were a pupil. Refreshments
available.

Advance notice
•
•
•

Saturday 2nd April – Felting Workshop 10 am in the Village Hall. Making a hen & chick
with Annie from Moonbrush Studios. To book contact: westray.newsletter@gmail.com.
Saturday 16th April – Easter Coffee Morning in the Village Hall.
Friday 27th May – Sid’s Quiz in the Village Hall.

Donations for the Ukraine Crisis
Items required include warm clothing; shoes and boots; nappies; tinned food and baby food;
sleeping bags, and ground mats.
Please ensure donations are in sealed bags which are separate for Men, Women or Children,
and the bags are clearly labelled with their contents.
Please leave your donations in the Reading Room by Wednesday 16th March. The bags will then
be taken to a collection point near Swaffham for onward transport to the Ukraine Embassy
in London.

Save the Children Coffee Morning
Coffee morning in aid of the Children’s Emergency Fund for
Ukraine. This will be held on Saturday 19th March at Helhoughton
Village Hall from 10 am to midday. Donations of cakes etc. most
welcome.
Contact: Liz and Rob Lodge, 01485 528744.
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Conservation of St Margaret’s Churchyard

On a fabulous, sunny Saturday morning on February 12th, in front of an appreciative crowd of
local residents, Monica Fitzjohn and Kate Mead did the honours of unveiling the new
interpretation boards in St Margaret’s Churchyard. The project has been a couple years in
the making and it was Monica and Kate’s original suggestion that prompted us to take things
forward.
This marks the latest step in the evolving conservation programme for the ruins and the
churchyard. The first panel by the entrance deals with the ecology and wildlife of the site,
while the second panel close to the ruins provides an account of the church’s history and built
heritage.
The information has been meticulously
drafted
to
convey
essential
information within a tight design brief,
and the panels have been beautifully
designed, illustrated and produced by
Ugly Studios of Norwich. We also
thank the West Raynham Solar Fund
for supporting this project. The
boards make best use of current
technology, are maintenance free and
we hope will prove to be a valuable
asset for the village for many years to
come.
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Many of you will have noticed the ruins currently have a rope cordon warning of unstable
masonry and there is plenty of evidence of fallen flints around the base of the walls. The
ruins are in urgent need of stabilisation to ensure they remain as a striking feature of West
Raynham’s heritage, and this will
require significant investment.
James Hickman, David Stubbs and I
have set up ‘St Margaret’s (in ruins)
Conservation Group’, a not-for-profit
entity, with the aim to ensure the
conservation of all aspects of St
Margaret’s Churchyard. Our first
mission will be to apply to the
Heritage Lottery Fund for funding to
carry out the urgently needed
stabilisation works.
We will keep you updated via the
newsletter, and with further information in the Reading Room in due course. Meanwhile, if
you would like to know more, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Alan Forsyth (Secretary)

Barn Owl nest box in West Raynham
A barn owl box has been attached to a tree
alongside Rudham Road which will hopefully
attract more wildlife to our village and
surrounding area.
Simon Dudhill, who is Conservation Officer with
the Hawk and Owl Trust, fitted the A-frame
nest box in February and will be making periodic
visits to see if it is proving successful. However,
uptake cannot be guaranteed or that owls alone
will inhabit the box. In any case, it will be
interesting to see whether the nest box proves
to be attractive to any wildlife.
Thanks are due to Tom Raynham for kindly
allowing the nest box to be put on one of his
trees and being supportive of the project.

Andrew Howarth
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Snowdrop planting on the Village Green
Kate Mead would like to give a big ‘Thank you’ to the Solar Fund for providing funding for the
snowdrops on the village green, and many thanks also to all the volunteers who helped in
planting out over 700 pots of snowdrops in less than an hour on Sunday 13th February.
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Village Hall Table Tennis Group
We would like to start a table tennis group in the village hall on the first Saturday of each
month from midday until 1 pm, after the Knit and Natter sessions. Our first ever meeting
will take place on Saturday 5th March, and the next couple of sessions will be on April 2nd and
May 7th. All abilities and ages welcome!

Sandra Forsyth

Easter Coffee Morning
We need your contributions for raffle prizes for the Easter Coffee Morning on Saturday 16th
April, especially items for a hamper such as biscuits, jam, chutney, etc. Please leave your
contributions in the Reading Room.

West Raynham Open Gardens – June 18th
If you would like to take part by opening your garden to visitors or helping with refreshments,
donating cakes etc. then please contact Françoise at francoisewalker1@gmail.com or leave a
note in the Village Hall post box.

Reading Room
The Reading Room in West Raynham is open every day if you want to meet up with friends or
just sit by yourself and contemplate. It holds a free library of books, CDs, DVDs and games
for you to take or exchange. The Reading Room also has the following:

Free sunflower seeds
Please help yourself to sunflower hearts to fill up your bird feeders. These have been
provided by a grant from the Solar Fund.

Recycle your crisp packets
There is a collection bin for used crisp packets to help raise funds for the Whitwell and
Reepham Railway.

Donations for tombolas and raffles
Please leave any items that can be used as prizes and suitable donations will be kept for village
hall coffee mornings and other events to raise money for charity.

Newsletter Info and Contact Details
•
•
•

Deadline for articles or notices is the 28th of each month
westray.newsletter@gmail.com to send in articles or manage subscriptions
https://www.raynhampc.info/documents to view and download newsletters
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The plant stall in West Raynham – Bryan Welton
We are hoping to have our new plant stall delivered very soon just in time for a whole lot of
new plants to go out. In the meantime we just about have our original stall still standing even
though bits are dropping off it!! The new one can't come soon enough!
As well as our normal sales, we have two events taking place in June for which we need the
plant stall brimming with plants. The Open Gardens event is on Saturday 18th June, and the
Village Day is on Sunday 26th June. Bridget Stanley and I put a large number of plants out
onto the stall, but many people also contribute, and we even had some generous donations
from Helhoughton just recently, for which I am very grateful. However, to have a good
selection of plants available in June, I am asking for help from you.
It is likely that many of you will be splitting clumps of plants in your gardens in the next
couple of months and have some spare rooted pieces left over from the breaking up of clumps.
So, if you do then could you please let me have them for the stall. I am quite happy to be
given bare rooted clumps and pot them up myself but do please let me know what the plant is.
I can identify many plants, especially perennials, but there are often many varieties of the
plants which I can only guess at. I like to label the plants and give as much info as possible,
so what you can tell me about them is very valuable. Alternatively, if you are able to pot them
up then that is good too.
Depending on how many plants I am given I may want to hold plants back until just before the
two events, and I may ask for some plants to be held by you as I have limited space available.
If you have plants that may be flowering in mid- to late-June, these would be very valuable
for the stall, as people seem to be drawn to any plants with flowers on and they are gone
almost immediately!
Here are a few suggestions for plants you could help provide for the plant stall:
IRIS,
PAEONY,
AQUILEGIA
or
GRANNYS
BONNETS,
GERANIUMS,
ASTRANTIAS/MASTERWORTS,
SPURGES/EUPHORBIAS,
LUPINS,
ANEMONES,
CAMPANULAS, ORIENTAL POPPIES, MULLEIN/VERBASCUMS, SAXIFRAGES/LONDON
PRIDE and ANTHEMIS.
Obviously, these are all perennials but you may be doing annuals from seed for instance that
may be in flower in June, or maybe cuttings, especially under cover.
The second shout out is for pots!! I need medium to large plastic pots and a lot of them as
soon as possible!! I was lucky last year as some people returned pots and I had some brilliant
people who were buying in a lot of new plants from nurseries, and they brought their pots to
me after planting. I find that small pots don't work as the plants need more soil to get their
roots down into, especially if they are sitting around for a while before selling.
Remember all the money from the plant sales goes directly to the Guide Dogs for the Blind
and when the new stall arrives I will put out more information about the two dogs we are
sponsoring too. All the compost, labels etc. I buy from my own funds and never comes from
any donations. I am also very grateful that the money for the new stall is coming from the
Solar Fund.
I live in the house over the wall behind the plant stall, if you are bringing plants or pots. There
is a bell at both doors.
With my thanks in advance!
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Newsletter Photo Competition
Thanks to all those who sent in photos for January and February, and the entries were judged
by Paula of Paula Harrison Photography in Sculthorpe.

January

Winner: Tracy Jolliffe, St Mary’s Church.

Runner-up: Paresh Shah, Blackbird in garden.

February

Winner: Debbie Lamont, path to East Raynham.

Runner-up: Alan Forsyth, St Margaret’s church.

Reminder of the basic rules
The competition is open to all ages with a maximum of five images per participant submitted
each month (by the 25th). Photos should have been taken in 2021 or during 2022. Digital
images must be in LANDSCAPE not portrait orientation; be of high resolution (min. 300 dpi);
full size (i.e. not cropped), and relevant to the Raynhams. Sorry but we cannot accept printed
photographs or images.
All winners and runners-up will feature in the end of year calendar, which will be printed just
in time for Christmas to use as stocking fillers or send to friends and family

Send your photos for March before March 25th to
westray.newsletter@gmail.com
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News from Raynham Estate – Abbie Panks
Farming News
The team are preparing for what will be a busy spring
drilling campaign, with beans, barley, sugar beet and
maize to be sown. Chris, our stockman is nearly
halfway through calving with well over 100 baby calves
born. We are also continuing to inject life back into
the estate meadows which have been left unmanaged
for several years, these will have our Angus cows
grazing them this summer once they are fenced, so
please look out!

Wild Meadow Glamping
After two back-to-back storms slowing us down a little, Wild Meadow is now back to full
steam ahead and taking shape with the addition of our four new yurts, taking the site total
to eight. We are also planting additional wildflowers and trees, as well as adding in owl boxes
and bug hotels to enhance the area.
If you have guests coming to visit this summer who are interested in staying at Wild Meadow,
we are pleased to offer a 10% resident’s discount. Guests staying at Wild Meadow are also
eligible for a 20% discount on entry to Pensthorpe and Watatunga.

Raynham Estate
In the next two weeks, we will be carrying on some crown lifting work on the Lime Tree Avenue
on The Hardlands, there will be some barriers in place for safety whilst we carry out these
works.

Gentle Reminder
We have had several groups of people enter Wild Meadow Glampsite via the shower blocks
over the past few weeks, a gentle reminder that this is a working area, so we request walkers
stick to the public access footpaths when walking the estate. You can also find some great
walking and cycling routes locally via https://getoutside.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/local/westraynham-north-norfolk.

Wide Skies Festival
The mainstage line up has now been announced for
Wide Skies Festival, taking place with us from 5 to
8th August. Feedback has been enormously positive
for this family friendly festival which, in addition to
live music includes comedy, spoken word, teen area
and children’s area.
You can find out more about the line up so far
via wideskiesfestival.co.uk, and residents can
receive a 45% discount on booking.
If you have any questions about the festival, or
would like to receive a discount voucher, please email
abbie@raynham.co.uk.
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West Raynham School
As you are aware, following its closure, we recently had the keys returned to us for West
Raynham School. We are now interested in understanding how the local community feels
about a potential community hub / shop / pub in the old schoolhouse. We greatly appreciate
you taking the time to share your thoughts.
A community hub can be a vital lifeline and for some people, especially those without
transport, it is an important connection with the world beyond their front door. It is a meeting
place, communication centre and an important lynchpin of village life. Much of the appeal of
the Raynham parish rests on its sense of community. It is the reason many people have moved
here and remain here. The presence of a hub would, we feel, greatly enhance that community
spirit.
This questionnaire is the first step. We need to know your views on what might be provided
and what would receive your support. Please be as honest and realistic as possible in your
answers! Your response will be treated in confidence. It is entirely anonymous unless you wish
to add your name at the end.
The results of this survey will be published and presented to a public meeting when the
proposal can be discussed further.
We would also like to hear from you if you feel you could help in any way with the running of
the hub. There will be a wide range of tasks to be done from the initial setting up of the
project to managing the enterprise and being involved in the day-to-day practical operation.
This kind of venture has been successfully achieved in other villages. There are many
community-owned hubs and businesses in England, Scotland and Wales, and most of these
have succeeded. Will West Raynham be the next one?
If you haven’t done so already, please take a few minutes to complete the survey
News from the Parish Council
here https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Raynhamcommunity.
We are delighted to announce that we have been successful in receiving funding from the
Sheringham Shoal Community Fund via Norfolk Community Foundation for the new LED
streetlight project.
Following a public survey carried out last September, we received overwhelming support for
the project to switch our current sodium streetlights to LED streetlights, which will not only save
costs in electricity and maintenance, but more importantly will reduce the energy output, help
with climate control and help our environment.

Alternatively, please email your thoughts to abbie@raynhamfarm.co.uk or call 01328 863746.
We would like to thank the Sheringham Shoal Community Fund for awarding us the funds
needed to proceed with this project.
The work is now in hand and will be completed within the next few months.

Raynham Parish Council

Sheringham Shoal Community Fund Grants are available to other organisations that fit the
heringhamshoal.co.uk

We are delighted to announce that we have been
successful in receiving funding from the
Sheringham Shoal Community Fund via Norfolk
Community Foundation for the new LED streetlight
project.
Following a public survey carried out last
September, we received overwhelming support for the project to switch our current sodium
streetlights to LED streetlights, which will not only save costs in electricity and maintenance,
but more importantly will reduce the energy output, help with climate control and help our
environment.
We would like to thank the Sheringham Shoal Community Fund for awarding us the funds
needed to proceed with this project. The work is now in hand and will be completed within
the next few months. Sheringham Shoal Community Fund Grants are available to other
organisations that fit the criteria. Further information can be found via their website
www.sheringhamshoal.co.uk.
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The End of an Era
In 2004, West Raynham school children travelled back in time to experience what life was
like for the first pupils of the school 150 years earlier. Teachers and pupils donned Victorian
dress and lessons were taught along Victorian lines, and many were heard to complain about
how strict their teachers had become! A visit to Raynham Hall followed, and a chance to
explore the ancestral home of the 4th Marquis who had been responsible for building the
school all those years before.
These and other landmark events provided an excuse for a school celebration, but also for
new and exciting ways to explore the curriculum. This was as much the case in the early days
as it is now, with newspaper reports and log books of the time giving vital clues.
One such occasion was on 31 October 1866 when the whole village came together to celebrate
the birth of a Townshend heir, later the 6th Marquis. There were fun and games for all at
Raynham Hall and the children were treated to a special tea, with plum pudding, in the
schoolroom. Two years later, in April 1868, the children were invited to attend a special
service to mark the reopening of East Raynham church after an earlier fire and given tea
once again.
The school joined in with national celebrations for Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee in 1887,
with mention of banners and flags - and much lemonade - and then for King George V’s Silver
Jubilee in 1935 when fancy dress was the order of the day. In October 1923 though, we can
only imagine the excitement that greeted a personal visit by the Queen and Princess Mary to
the school. Boys from Helhoughton joined the girls, and the First Raynham Girl Guides formed
a guard of honour to greet the Royal party. Four-year old Lilian Minns had the honour of
presenting Her Majesty with a posy of violets.
There will be residents of West Raynham and nearby who were pupils for some of the more
recent celebrations: Queen Elizabeth II’s Silver and Golden Jubilees; the Millennium, or the
tea party to celebrate the marriage of Prince Charles and Lady Diana Spencer. Some will
have been pupils when the school celebrated its 100th anniversary in 1954, or when the Red
Arrows put on a special display over West Raynham in March 1989, or the visit of Norwich
City goalkeeper Bryan Gunn who came to open the new school building in 2001.

Teachers and pupils in 1987
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Sadly, this year, the school has closed its doors for good; the children have left, and the
building is empty.
A special Open Day to mark this ‘End of an Era’ will be held on Saturday 26th March from
10am until 3pm. All village residents and all those who attended the school or had connections
in any way are invited to come along. There will be a display of school photographs and past
events, but we are hoping that those who visit will bring photographs and memories of their
own which they will be happy to share so that we can begin to create a Village Archive. Please
join us.

Nature Notes from 1907
News from West Raynham was to make it into many regional newspapers in May 1907 for a
rather unusual reason:
“On the Marquess Townshend’s estate at Raynham some workmen have
discovered a pair of rooks nesting in a small coppice, not far from an extensive
rookery. The male bird has lost his tail, apparently as the result of some accident,
and the female has a broken wing. Being, therefore, unable to fly, they have built
their nest in a bush within a few feet of the ground and have managed to
construct a sort of ladder of twigs. The male bird contrives to pass up and down
this, fluttering from step to step, in order to carry food to his sitting mate.”
- Torquay Times
Unfortunately, we are not told how the pair fared and no return visit appears to have been
made.
This article was reproduced in newspapers such as the Whitby Gazette, Nottingham Journal,
Dundee Courier, Manchester Courier, Gloucestershire Echo, Newcastle Evening Chronicle,
Sheffield Evening Telegraph, Bristol Times, Chard and Ilminster News, Cheltenham Examiner,
London Weekly Despatch, the Cornishman, Durham County Advertiser, and the Sheerness
Times - but not, as far as can be determined, in any of our local papers!

Bridget Howarth

11

Nature Notes for February 2022 – David Stubbs
Last month I suggested it might be possible to see a White-tailed Eagle along the coast. I
was not expecting two calls on the first Sunday of the month telling me of an eagle passing
swiftly over Raynham Hall lake. Richard and Helen Brook and Barry Sergeant were lucky
enough to be in the right place and the right time to see this spectacular bird.
We believe this bird was one of the juveniles from the Isle of Wight release project, going
by the code number G471. After a brief exploration along the Upper Wensum Valley (it was
seen at Pensthorpe on the Saturday, while later on Sunday morning some people saw it
feasting on a muntjac carcass near Sculthorpe Mill) it has since relocated back to one of its
favourite haunts in the Washes, near Welney.
Needless to say, once again I missed the sighting – one day I will see one…
However, a few days later as if by compensation, I did have a little purple patch on the
parkland leading down to the lake. First, I noticed a black-backed gull on the ground sat
between two shelduck. It was about the same size as the shelduck, making it a Great blackbacked Gull. These large gulls are common along the coast, but infrequent inland. I usually
get one sighting a year and hitherto these have always been birds flying over. This was the
first time I had seen one on the ground here. At one point it flew over to land on the lake
amongst some greylag geese, which it almost matched in size. It’s arrival on the lake flushed
a drake shoveler, which is a scarce winter visitor here.
Likewise, the shelduck are not usually here in winter – I normally see them during spring, so
that was a good record. Then, to cap off a successful few minutes, a Peregrine Falcon came
on the scene and did a few circuits of the parkland before heading west over the village.
That’s another once-a-year level sighting.
It’s also worth mentioning the large number of winter thrushes that have been present on
the parkland throughout this winter. Fieldfares seem to be the most abundant and there are
plenty of redwings alongside them. They spend most of their time foraging for worms and
grubs on the grassland, but they sometimes move over to forage on last year’s maize field,
often joined by several starlings.
While on the thrush theme, mistle thrushes have been in good voice; their melodic fluty calls
carry over long distances, and in early February they can be the only songbird to be heard,
living up to their other common name of storm cock, presaging windy weather to come – and
we’ve had some of that recently!
There have been several song thrushes in the riverine woodland this winter and in the last
week or so, I have started to hear them singing from high tree perches in the village. Always
a welcome sound to start the day.

New orchid colony
On the morning we installed the interpretation boards in St Margaret’s Churchyard, I noticed
some basal leaves of bee orchid in the grassland. This was an area that had been thick grass
and ground elder, but thanks – I believe – to last autumn’s sheep grazing, conditions are now
suitable for the orchids to come through. It is quite possible they have been dormant here
for several years (possibly decades). I have located twelve plants so far and I hope several
of these will flower this year – usually late May and through June.
Snowdrops are the current stars of the season, and this year they seem to be out in profusion.
However, another colourful addition to the winter scene is much harder to find – the Scarlet
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Elf Cup mushroom. I came across a few in some wet woodland near the lake. They are brilliant
scarlet on the inside of their cups, but being small and set close to the ground, they are easy
to miss.

If you have any unusual nature observations during the month, please let me know:
David Stubbs: davidstubbs1@btinternet.com or WhatsApp me on 07974922197
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West Raynham School
1854 - 2022
END of an ERA
Remember your School Days?
Did you ever Attend the School?
JOIN US
West Raynham Village Hall
Sat. 26th March 10am- 3pm
Many photos to view from over the years Can
you spot yourself in them?????
If you have photos then bring them along

Fancy a visit back to school
2 tours around the school
11.30am & 1pm
Refreshments Available 10am-3pm
Kindly joining us
Fakenham Community Archives
presenting photos & articles of
The Raynhams’ in the past
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Easter Coffee Morning
Sat April 16th: 10am – noon
WEST RAYNHAM VILLAGE
HALL

Call in for coffee and a catch up !

EASTER BOTTLE, CUSHION & PLANT
TOMBOLA - EVERYONE A WINNER.!!!

VARIOUS STALLS TO BROWSE
Raffle on the Day
Fun Corner Guess who it is???
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RAYNHAMS’ Open Gardens
It is going to happen !!!!
Saturday 18th June
If you wish to join in with your garden
then please contact Francoise ASAP at:
francoisewalker1@gmail.com
or drop a note in village hall post box.
Calling all volunteers – please get in
touch if you can help with
refreshments and/ or donate cakes
Raynham Garden Club are sorting the
details and will keep you informed via
the Newsletter.
Great day for us all to enjoy
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