Raynhams’ Newsletter – July 2022
Dates for your diary
•
•
•
•
•
•

th

th

nd

th

Friday 8 , 15 , 22 , 29 – Village Hall Bar open from 7 to 10:30 pm.
Thursday 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th – Modern Line Dancing in the Village Hall from 7 pm. Cost is
£5 if you want to drop in and take part.
Saturday 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th – Knit and natter in the Village Hall from 10 am to midday.
Sunday 10th – Helhoughton Open Gardens from 2 to 5 pm.
Sunday 16th – Janice’s Joy Ride: coach trip to Ely and St. Ives leaving at 9 am.
Sunday 24th – Tractor Run starting in Village Hall Car Park from 9:30 am. Light
refreshments in Village Hall from 8 am.

th

Church Services

•

Sunday 10

•

Wednesday 20 - Patronal Festival at St Margaret’s, West Raynham, from 6 pm with Revd.
Clive Wylie, and refreshments afterwards at 22 The Street.
Sunday 31st – Morning Eucharist at St Mary’s East Raynham, from 10.30 am with Revd. Canon
Sally Theakston.

•

– Evening Prayer at St Mary’s, East Raynham, from 6 pm with Revd. Clive Wylie.
th

West Raynham Village Hall Committee
Committee meetings start at 6:30 pm and are open to residents of The Raynhams to attend.
Dates for forthcoming meetings are:
• 18th July
• 19th September
• October – date to be confirmed for AGM and elections

Raynham Parish Council
Minutes, agendas and reports of Parish Council meetings are available to view and download
from our website at www.raynhampc.info, which also includes the latest news from Norfolk
County Council. Parish Council meetings are held in West Raynham Village Hall starting at 7
pm, and the forthcoming dates for this year are:
• 26th July
• 27th September
• 29th November

Tom FitzPatrick, Parish Councillor.

Newsletter Info and Contact Details
•
•
•

Deadline for articles or notices is the 28th of each month.
westray.newsletter@gmail.com to send in articles or manage subscriptions.
https://www.raynhampc.info/documents to view and download newsletters.
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Coach Trip to St Ives and Ely – Sunday 16th July
Last chance to book! Contact Janice Hankey on 07776 025040 as soon as possible to book
your free place for the coach trip. The coach will leave West Raynham at 9 am on Sunday
16th July, and the coach party will spend two and a half hours in St. Ives and two and a half
hours in Ely.

SAVE THE DATE
Free Fish & Chip Supper with Music – Saturday 10th September
Fish & Chip supper for residents of The Raynhams and live music from North Norfolk group
‘Bandwidth’ at West Raynham Village Hall. More details to follow next month.

Helhoughton Open Gardens – Sunday 10th July
The Open Gardens event will be held on Sunday 10th July from 2pm to 5pm. There will be 10
gardens open. Maps will be available from the Village Hall at a cost of £3 per person, the
money going to a charity yet to be chosen. Refreshments will be served in the Hall. Donations
for the plant stall will be greatly appreciated.

Jean Freeman

St Margaret’s Day – Wednesday 20th July
Please join us in the ruins of St Margaret’s Church, West Raynham, for our annual Patronal
Festival service from 6pm on Wednesday 20 July and for refreshments afterwards.

Piano Concert – Saturday 23rd July
Liz Lodge will be giving a recital of some of her own classical piano compositions at the Church
of St Peter and St Paul in Swaffham on Saturday 23rd July from 7:30pm. Tickets are £10 in
aid of the Church and available from Ceres Bookshop, the Church on 01760 723245 or on the
door.

Tractor Run – Sunday 24th July
The Village Hall will be open from 8am for teas, coffees, and sausage rolls. Vintage tractors
will leave the Village Hall car park from about 9:30am for a tour of the neighbouring villages.
Tractor runs will also be taking place on 25th August and 25th September. To book your seat
please contact Ann on 07775 514575.

Solar Fund Committee
Applications are open for the Solar Fund for projects that benefit The Raynhams. Application
forms can be obtained from David Sidell, Chair of the Solar Fund (email:
davidsidell@outlook.com); completed forms must be returned by 30th September.
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Update on the Plant Stall
Last October I gave a breakdown of how much the stall had earnt over the years for Guide
Dogs for the Blind in 2019, 2020 and 2021, so halfway through this year I want to give an
update on how much we have collected so far.
Last year was our best ever year when we made £345.51, and I was really very pleased with
that. But this year has been different. The new plant stall arrived in the Spring and is very
impressive and eye catching on The Street in West Raynham. Knowing that we had events like
Open Gardens and Village Day coming up I tried to
have an even wider variety of plants on the stall. In
particular, Bridget Stanley has been of enormous
help with providing plants and looking after pots of
plants as I ran out of space, and for a couple of
weeks while we had our roof renewed, she had all
the plants on her drive to care for!
I would like to thank other people who have brought
me plants for the stall and the ever-important pots
to pot the plants up in. I do have a good number of
pots for the time being, thanks to those who have brought them to me, but I am always looking
for more medium size pots. The big ones are great but take up a lot of compost, which I
finance entirely by myself. NO money is ever taken out of the donations for anything I use.
So how have we been doing? From January 1st to Friday 17th June - the day before Open
Gardens - the stall had made a whopping £330!! Just £15.51 short of what we had made during
the whole of last year!!
Open Gardens Open took place on Saturday 18th June and the stall took in £184.86!!! Jay and
Paul looked after the stall. I am very grateful to Jay and Paul for their excellent help in
looking after the stall all afternoon in the intermittent rain and giving good advice about the
plants to potential buyers.
Money continued to come in following Open Gardens and so we come to the Raynhams’ Village
Day itself on Sunday 26th June. Thankfully much better weather and the plant stall made
£79.50 on the day which was a good contribution for Guide Dogs.
So, what have we made this half year to 30th June? The Grand Total of £658.46!!
That is totally amazing and as nearly all the money has just been banked we will be sending a
cheque off to Guide Dogs ASAP as they are in dire need of support following the Covid
lockdowns.
Just another thought regarding what was donated during Open Gardens: entry to the gardens
made £580 and the money from tea and cakes amounted to £296, making a total of £876 for
the Norfolk Deaf Children’s Society. The plant stall making £184.86 for Guide Dogs means
that Open Gardens raised £1,060.86 for the two charities. An incredible sum for such a
small village. So, a very special thanks to all those involved in the event!
Thank you to everyone who has supported the stall, whether by giving plants or pots or, most
importantly, buying plants. Without donations for the plants then the stall would not exist!

Bryan Welton
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Open Gardens in West Raynham - 18th June
I guess my first Open Garden experience was being taken around two of my neighbours
gardens when I was in my teens in London where I grew up. I then discovered the ‘Yellow
Book’ of Open Gardens and since then I must have visited hundreds of them.
It's not just about having a nose around someone’s private space, it's about getting ideas of
how to use your own garden space and plant it up, what plants to use and how they go together
and can look great. Many of these things you will find out by trial and error but going around
gardens can hasten the progress. The other great benefit is talking to knowledgeable
gardeners who will happily pass on their ideas and knowledge to you. Then we get to the best
bit, there are often plants for sale, and over the years I have picked up some very unusual
plants that way. The very best bit? They often do teas and cake as well!! Thus, the perfect
ingredient for Open Gardens: beautiful gardens, plants for sale and teas!!
West Raynham had all three ingredients when we opened our gardens on Saturday 18th June.
We had 19 gardens in the village as well as Raynham Hall to visit - all for £5! On the Friday
night before the event, those involved on the day went around to see each other’s gardens,
and for me it took three hours. I have never known a village, and West Raynham is a small
village, to have so many gardens open at the same time. Of course, it rained on the day but
the people still came and visited the gardens, bought the teas and nabbed the plants.
The money from the tickets to the gardens made £580. ‘The teas and cakes made £296 on
the day and altogether £876 was raised for The Norfolk Deaf Children’s Society. The plant
stall made £184.86 on the day for Guide Dogs for the Blind, so combined we made £1,060.86
for the two charities. An amazing amount!
There have been SO MANY people involved with Open Gardens that if I listed all of them I
don't know how long this article would be!!
First thanks to all those who were brave enough to open their gardens, without you it simply
would not have happened, and those who looked after gardens while their owners did other
things on the day.
Thanks also to all the people selling tickets, serving teas and lovely cakes and those who made
them; the wonderful maps and posters and the lovely number markers for each garden; the
many people who provided plants for the stall, plant pots and who manned the plant stall so
well on the day, and finally all the visitors and villagers who bought the plants! I really hope I
haven't missed anyone out but if I have, my apologies.
I also hope that all those working on the day enjoyed the experience too, especially some
slightly nervous garden owners! For my part it was really an enjoyable day meeting and talking
to the visitors to our village. It was an incredible joint effort from everyone that we should
all be very proud of doing.

Bryan Welton
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Photos of some of the Open Gardens
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Raynhams’ Village Day – 26th June
Village Day was a great success with lots of people enjoying themselves in the sunshine – even
though the wind meant the marquee and some of the stalls nearly took off once or twice!

Entertainment throughout the day was provided by The Fakenham Ukes, Dandini puppets with
a Punch and Judy show and the King’s Morris. Richard Tree was a wonderful MC with his
announcements and helping out with ‘Spin the Wheel’. Along with the craft stalls there were
also jams, pickles, cakes and honey for sale.
Hot food was available from Banyards Barbee Box
followed by ice cream from Jim Boys, as well as tea
and cake by the village hall. Feedback from the stall
holders and several visitors was very positive: they all
enjoyed themselves saying the atmosphere was
perfect for a village event.
Nearly £700 was taken by the village hall
refreshments, tombola, raffle, book stall, games and
stallholder donations, and almost £800 was raised by
bar sales over the weekend. Once we have worked out
the costs for Village Day, we will make a contribution
to The Norfolk Deaf Children’s Society.
The success of Village Day is down to the huge efforts made by all the volunteers in making
everything work and ensuring visitors were happy and
relaxed. Thanks especially to Monica and her team on
refreshments, the tombola and the raffle; Andy, Julie,
Paul and Jay for working on the bar; Michael, Tracy,
Jon and Dan for the classic vehicles, and Alan and
David for their parking duties. A big thank you to the
long list of volunteers who helped with the games, the
book stall, providing change and tidying up after the
event. Finally, thanks to everyone who helped put up
and then take down the big marquee!

Paresh Shah
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Newsletter Photo Competition
Thanks to all those who sent in photos for June; all the entries were judged by Paula Smith
in Sculthorpe.

Winner: Paresh Shah – Kings Morris at Village Day

Runner up: Ashleigh Britton – Field of poppies

Reminder of the basic rules
The competition is open to all ages with a maximum of five images per participant submitted
each month (by the 25th). Photos should have been taken in 2021 or during 2022. Digital
images must be in LANDSCAPE not portrait orientation; be of high resolution (min. 300 dpi);
full size (i.e. not cropped), and relevant to the Raynhams. Sorry but we cannot accept printed
photographs or images.
All winners and runners-up will feature in the end of year calendar, which will be printed just
in time for Christmas to use as stocking fillers or send to friends and family

Send your photos in before July 25th to westray.newsletter@gmail.com.
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Dick Joice and Bygones
Anyone growing up in East Anglia during the 1960s and 70s will
recognise Dick Joice. He appeared regularly on Anglia TV with
Farming Diary, About Anglia and Bygones, but did you know that
he lived for many years in East Raynham?
He was born in Great Ryburgh in 1921 to Charles Joice and Rose
Bailey. His mother came from Tatterford and had been a shop
assistant at Roy’s in Helhoughton, and his father was a tenant
farmer for several of the largest landowners in Norfolk,
including Lord Townshend.
Dick married Margaret Dann in North Tuddenham in 1942. His
father gave him responsibility for managing the Raynham farms
and they moved to Hall Farm. The couple threw themselves into local life; Dick joined the
Parish and Rural District Councils and Margaret was a governor of the local school and an
active member of the Horticultural Society. She was a regular prize-winner in local shows,
and together they grew virtually all the vegetables they and their three daughters needed.
They had help in the house from ladies in the village, while Cecil Drew and Ben Boggis were
mainstays on the farm.
Early years in Raynham were dominated by war, with the military very much in evidence.
Preparations began locally as early as 1936 when Charles Joice lost over 350 acres of Paxfield
Farm for what was to become RAF West Raynham. Two years later more land was relinquished
on the Pynkney estate, this time for an airfield at Sculthorpe. During the war, land at Hall
Farm was given over to the local HQ of the Searchlight Batteries, with 200 personnel
operating from the main site at East Raynham. Concrete, Nissen huts and searchlights were
everywhere. RAF West Raynham was fully operational by this time, with satellite landing
fields at Massingham and Bircham, and Sculthorpe was to become a main USAF bomber base.
Raynham Hall was also requisitioned and occupied by the Army, although the family continued
to live alongside the troops until the end of the war. Dick and Margaret set aside a couple of
rooms at Hall Farm to provide respite for pilots who needed to escape the base for a while
and made many lifelong friends and business contacts during these years.
Dick failed the RAF medical in 1939 but instead joined the Cadet Norfolk Artillery, and then
the Home Guard in 1942. In his autobiography, Full Circle, he relates a story of a mock
invasion of Raynham by the local RAF Regiment. Positioned strategically around the village,
the Home Guard managed to ward off the morning attack and stopped at the Greyhound for
a lunch provided by the local Women’s Voluntary Service. The publican generously emptied a
bottle of whisky into the tea urn, and, as it was a lovely summer’s day, they all lay down on
the lawn. “When the afternoon attack began the whole section was literally caught napping
and captured to a man!”
In 1946, he formally took over the tenancy of Hall Farm, but he was never just a farmer. Ever
the entrepreneur, he set up a creamery delivering milk in the area; provided backing for a
poultry breeding unit where Wensum Pools is now and opened a delicatessen in Fakenham. He
started filmmaking and set up a mobile cinema, taking films around the larger villages, local
schools, and Young Farmer’s Clubs and onto the USAF bases at Mildenhall, Lakenheath and
Sculthorpe. Helhoughton School came to adopt the farm at Raynham and made regular visits
with its pupils.
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However, it was a casual meeting in 1958 in the park of Raynham Hall that was to radically
change the shape of his life. Lord Raynham and his associates were looking to set up Anglia
TV and asked him to present some ideas for possible farming programmes. He travelled to
London, with a blackboard borrowed from West Raynham School under his arm. Dick himself
was asked to present their flagship Farming Diary and the first show was a country and
western ‘hoedown’ from the middle of Raynham Park, with a stack of straw bales and
Fakenham Young Farmers complete with checked shirts, stetsons and cowboy boots. The
nightly magazine programme About Anglia followed, but it was a weekly ‘Bygones’ segment
that was to make him a household name.
“I cannot remember a time when I didn’t collect things. I was born with a naturally acquisitive
nature, always wanting to find out how things worked and where they came from”. He
collected anything and everything; from door handles to radiator badges, brass whistles to
paraffin lamps. He spent hours rummaging around Richardson’s scrap yard in Fakenham and
it was here that he found an 1860s two-man operated hand pump which made a perfect first
renovation project.
His childhood collection moved with him to
Raynham, where his passion for all things
mechanical was put to good use exploring
engineering solutions to wartime shortages. He
was fascinated by craftsmen’s tools and
implements, and tools associated with carpenters,
glaziers, peg-makers, and basket weavers were
joined over time by stationary engines, small motor
cars & horse-drawn vehicles, some of which he
displayed at Raynham Day rallies. One prized item
was a 1907 Wolseley-Siddeley Landaulet built for
Queen Alexandra when she was at Sandringham ideal for taking his daughter Miriam to and from
Raynham church for her wedding in 1964.

1925 Gwynne 8 Fire Engine made for
Downham Market Fire Brigade

Dick began sharing these artefacts on air and provoked such interest that Bygones was to
become a standalone programme and provide a fascinating and often quirky glimpse into
Norfolk’s rural past.
In around 1975 he became involved with a bygone on a totally different scale – the 200-yearold former workhouse in Gressenhall, and the Friends’ ambitious plan to create a Rural Life
Museum in Norfolk. Dick became Chairman, and Lord Townshend, descendant of the great
agriculturalist ‘Turnip’ Townshend, its first president.
Dick’s collection of over 4,000 artefacts, ranging from bodkins to traction engines, eventually
outgrew the space available and another chance encounter in 1978 led to an invitation from
Lord Coke to create a permanent home for them at Holkham Hall. The collection can still be
seen by visitors today.
Dick, and his second wife Jean, moved to Castle Acre where he bought and renovated an old
watermill. He still retained close contacts with Raynham though and returned more than once
to present an evening of bygones and films in the Village Hall in aid of St Mary’s church. Dick
died in 1999 and is buried at Newton by Castle Acre.

Bridget Howarth.
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Nature Notes for June 2022
Before we dive into June’s report, some late but exciting news from last month. On May 27th,
Nigel Middleton saw a golden oriole in the tall poplars along the edge of Raynham Lake. This
is a first record of this rare summer migrant species in our area, although a few do get
recorded throughout Norfolk most years. In times past there was a small breeding colony in
the poplar plantations around Lakenheath, just over the border in Suffolk, but they have long
since disappeared from there. My only Norfolk sighting was a few years ago early one May
morning at Titchwell.
Nigel’s bird flew off westwards and another observer reported one from Rudham area about
the same time, so it was probably the same bird. That brings the Raynham’s bird list for the
last five years to an amazing 133 species.
Turning to June, a typically quiet month and no unusual sightings to report. Cuckoos continued
to call along the river corridor woodlands. I do not know for sure, but I suspect these cuckoos
parasitise reed warblers that nest in the marsh vegetation beside the river.
Red kites are increasingly common in our area, but always a wonderful sight to behold – such
elegant birds. On the first day of the Jubilee holiday, we were over near Whissonsett waiting
for the Red Arrows to fly past (which they duly did, directly over where we were positioned),
and while we were waiting, we were treated to quite a show of kites and buzzards thermalling
high up on warm air currents and then coming down to pick up scraps of carrion in a field being
cut for silage.
In West Raynham village we are in peak swift season, but this year it feels there are fewer
than normal. There are still several pairs nesting in the roofs of old houses, but not as many
as in recent years. We also seem to have smaller numbers of sub-adults screaming around the
houses in noisy flocks, which is such a characteristic sound of summer. In our cameramonitored nest, three eggs were laid, as usual, but only two hatched, so for the first time in
the four years we have been watching this nest, we will not have a full complement of young.
Happily, at least, the two youngsters are growing rapidly and seem to be doing well.
The numbers of house martins and swallows seem generally to be as usual, although around
the country many people are saying their numbers are down. All a bit worrying and no
explanation as to why. It may be something happening in their winter range, or on migration,
while over here it is thought that drastically declining insect numbers is having a strong
effect on bird populations.
At least we can say in West Raynham, following the successful Open Gardens weekend, that
we have lots of amazing gardens stocked with flowers attractive to bees and other pollinating
insects. Hopefully, many of you will have seen some of the hummingbird hawkmoths that have
graced our area this summer. They are wonderful to watch as they hover besides a nectarrich flower (typically a red valerian) drawing up nectar through their long proboscis, before
darting rapidly to another flower to repeat the process.
If you haven’t seen one of those, you must surely have seen loads of small tortoiseshell
butterflies that have been super abundant this season. As the month was ending, meadow
brown and ringlet butterflies started emerging. You can find these in gardens, along road
verges and in any grassy areas. St Margaret’s churchyard is a great place to see the various
brown butterflies we have round here. Gatekeepers, also known as hedge brown, will be out
soon.
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Perhaps the highlight of the month was the orchids. Many people saw the area on the road
verge by the playground that was marked out with a low fence to protect the bee orchid
colony from being mown too early. There were eight orchid spikes in flower there and they
provided a wonderful display from late May to the third week of June. A smaller number
flowered in the churchyard, near the entrance right next to the wildlife interpretation board.
I was also delighted to see a single pyramidal orchid close to the church ruins. This is the
first record here. Interesting it is growing in a patch that for years had been mown regularly.
This year, the mowing has been relaxed here and suddenly an orchid is in flower. It’s known
that orchids can persist for many years – even decades – in cut lawns and then shoot up once
the mowing regime stops. Maybe there are more that will appear here in future years.

Pyramidal orchid

Bee orchids

More and more wildflowers are coming into bloom in the churchyard. It is pleasing to find
several of those we plug-planted in autumn 2020 flourishing well: knapweed, scabious, birdsfoot trefoil and ladies bedstraw among others.
Later this month, or early August we will be doing our annual hay cut in the churchyard. If
you would like to come along and join in, you would be most welcome, just let me know.

David Stubbs

If you have any unusual nature observations, please contact me:
David Stubbs: davidstubbs1@btinternet.com or text/WhatsApp 07974922197
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